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NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 2008  
 

Dear friends, 
 

A WARM WELCOME to new member Josie Whitehead. 
 

FAREWELL and VERY BEST WISHES – 
- to Kareena Casselton who has been a resident of the TS ‘village’ at Orewa for 16 years, Branch Secretary 
for the past 4 years, and has also served some time as Vice-President and Orewa Delegate to TS Convention. 
Kareena has gone to live at Waitara.   
- and to Sue Roberts who has served on the committee and given great support during her relatively short time 
as a member and then resident. Her dedication to caring for others has called her back north.  
We wish them both all the best. They will be missed. 
 

GRATEFUL THANKS to our recent Sunday afternoon presenters, Murray Stentiford and JoyeMichelle 
Mitchell. The Wednesday Wonders Healing and Discussion times continue to provide a useful sharing for a 
small group of regulars who enjoy the informal opportunity to explore ideas and practices.  
 
PROGRAM:-  

[Please check the Rodney Times the Thursday before any of the Sunday sessions in case they have had to be changed] 
 

Wednesday September 10th, 10am – WEDNESDAY WONDERS – HEALING. 
 
September 14th , 9.30am  - UNIVERSAL WORSHIP in the AROHANUI CHAPEL, at the rear of the TS 
property, best entrance 9 Forest Glen. 
 
Sunday September 14th 2pm, shared lunch 12.30 – ANNETTE DODD:  

‘LIVING WITH MONKS AT A TEMPLE IN N.E. THAILAND.’ 
 
Wednesday September 24th , 10am – WEDNESDAY WONDERS – DISCUSSION  
 
Sunday September 28th  2pm, - RAEWYN BIRSS:  

‘RECLAIMED TREASURE: CONFESSIONS OF A FORMER GLUTTON FOR PUNISHMENT.’  
Raewyn has had a very full and interesting life and will share some aspects of it through a formula that helped 

her to overcome in times of trial and tribulation. 
 
Sunday October 5th, 2pm – RAEWYN BIRSS:  

‘COSMIC CLOCK: SOUL ASTROLOGY FOR THE 21ST CENTURY.’ 
Explore symbols and forgotten keys. Unlock clues to hidden secrets. Discover Universal cycles. 

 
Wednesday October 15th, 10am – WEDNESDAY WONDERS – HEALING. 
 
October 19th , 9.30am – UNIVERSAL WORSHIP in the AROHANUI CHAPEL.  
 
Sunday Oct 19th 2pm, shared lunch 12.30 – BARRY BRAILSFORD:  

‘VOYAGES OF THE ANCIENTS: A PACIFIC ODYSSEY.’ 
Barry explores Maori origins by aligning traditional lore and the latest scientific research.  

 
Wednesday October 29th, 10am – WEDNESDAY WONDERS – DISCUSSION  
 



Sunday November 2nd , 2pm – A.G.M. 
 

Notice of meeting –  
The Annual General Meeting of the Orewa Lodge of the Theosophical Society 

will be held at the Lodge hall on Sunday November 2nd, starting at 2pm. 
 
The business of the meeting is to receive and consider the Statement of Income and Expenditure and the Balance 
Sheet, the report of the Auditor and any matter incidental thereto (one of which is to set the subscription rate for next 
year); to receive the reports of the committee; and to elect the Officers of the Lodge for the ensuing year. 
Nominations are hereby called for the positions of President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Librarian, and 
three committee members. (Additional committee members may be co-opted by the elected committee.) Currently we 
do not have a Vice-President or Secretary, and these positions are being filled on a monthly rotation basis by 
committee members. The positions of President and Treasurer are also becoming vacant. It may be that we need to 
look at new ways of running this branch such as sharing all positions. Nominations for all positions should be sent to 
16/488 Hibiscus Coast Hwy, Orewa by October 19

th
. 

 

In addition we need to appoint our 2 delegates to NZ Convention, which will be held at Wellington in January, and 
consider any remits proposed for the Convention.  We may then either instruct the delegates how to vote on these or 
give the delegates the views of the branch but leave them to decide how to vote after listening and taking in 
comments made during the discussion of any remit at the convention.  
 

Please come and show support for those who have had the task of running the Lodge on your behalf, and help to 
choose how best to do this for the coming year. Your input and suggestions are very important. 
 

 
November 9th, 9.30am – UNIVERSAL WORSHIP in the AROHANUI CHAPEL.  
 
Wednesday November 12th , 10am – WEDNESDAY WONDERS – HEALING. 
 
Sunday November 16th, 2pm – SUE SAUNDERS & MAUREEN WESLEY: 

‘THE ART OF INSPIRATIONAL WRITING’ 
To be confirmed. Please ask me before then or check Rodney Times.  

 
Wednesday November 26th, 10am. - WEDNESDAY WONDERS – DISCUSSION  
 
Sunday November 30th, 2pm (lunch 12.30) – ANGELA ZHANG: 

‘CHINESE ENERGY THERAPY: FACE MAP READING FOR HEALTH DIAGNOSIS’ 
 
PROPERTY: The report of the Property Portfolio Assessment Sub-Committee was discussed at the National 
Council meeting on August 9th. The Sub-committee had made several recommendations regarding the Orewa 
property, including selling most of it and leasing or renting-to-buy part of it to the Orewa Branch. As a 
preliminary to future decisions it was decided to obtain quotes / costings / valuations on the various options, 
and these figures will go to another Working Group, comprising Warwick Keys (Nat. Pres), Murray Stentiford 
(Nat. V.Pres), Graham Eden (Nat.Treas.), Richard Sell (HPB Pres), and Helen Pollock (New Plymouth Pres), which 
will implement the property recommendations. This Working Group will report to the Properties Trust Board. 
A declaration was unanimously agreed by the N.C. “That the Society keep in mind the principle that TS 
properties are resources that have been inherited and held in trust, and that proceeds from any property 
sales or leases need to be handled as if they are resources and must be securely invested. Such funds should 
not be used for projects or operational use but any proceeds (earnings) from these invested funds may be used 
in this way. ‘Do not sell the golden goose that lays the golden egg.’” 
 

HALL: I’m still looking for a kind soul to paint the Kitchen and Toilets. 
 

Blessings to all.  
JoyeMichelle Mitchell, President. 

12/488 Hibiscus Coast Highway, Orewa. Ph: 426 7021.  
Email: joyemichelle@paradise.net.nz. 

 


