ear members and friends

February — March 2005

The New Year has started off well, with Hamilton hosting the National Convention in January, and the committee has been busy
injecting new life into the lodge. We welcome you for another year, and another cycle. We hope to make this year more interactive
among members and, as always, if there’s something you'd like to see being done differently, please let me know.

Over the next month or so we'll be exploring who we are and why we're here — “ Spiritual Orienteering” — what it means to be a
spiritual being in a physical world. What it means to be here at all! We’'ll be looking at different levels of who we are — spiritual,
mental, psychological, and how to use the tools that we have within these areas.
theosophy and seasoned theosophists alike, and promises to be a lot of fun.

Programme

February 2005

20" I'm here — Now what?
Sonia

27" The Invisible Prison of our
Fears
Dorothy Bell, Australia
Shared potluck meal 6.00pm

Mareh 2005

6th: Esoteric Psychology
Andrew Moore
Please note, this meeting starts
at 7.00pm (not 7.30)

13th: The Non-physical Worlds
around us

Sonia

20th: A Soul’s Journey
Vicki, Charles, others

Meetings start at 7.30pm,
73 Anglesea Street

Gold coin donation
Everyone is welcome

20" February — I'm Here, Now what?

We'd all like to advance as human beings,
but how do we get there, and what are the
clues along the way? We also need to
recognise the distractions, often disguised as
spiritual growth that can trap us in a cycle of
perpetual going-nowhere-ness.

This discussion will help to orient you
personally, on the cosmic map, followed by
group discussion on what the next steps
might be, and how to get there.

27" The Invisible Prison of Our Fears

We take a look at some of the challenges
and obstacles facing those who choose to
live a life that is more ‘theosophical’ or
‘spiritual’. While theosophical literature
provides many signposts on the road to inner
peace, as seekers of our own truth we need
to draw out our own roadmap and walk-the-
walk ourselves. Understanding and dealing
with our social conditioning, negativity,
personality-ego and fear will be presented as
major features of this process.

Presenter Dorothy Bell is from the Australian
Section of the TS. We will have a shared
vegetarian meal at 6.00pm. All members
and interested non-members are invited to
come along and welcome our guest.

6th:  Esoteric Psychology - The

Psychology of the Soul

We will explore our personality type through
the psychology of the Seven Rays, which
help us to wunderstand how we, as
individuals, express our soul characteristics
in this world. This will include a personal
worksheet to help you determine your ray
type. We'll look at problems encountered
on the spiritual path according to individual

This theme is suitable for people new to

type, the intellect and the intuition,
holographic psychology, and the chakras
and the endocrine system — all connected!
We'll look at the application of esoteric
psychology in areas such as career
counselling, and diagnosis and treatment
of psychological problems.

This in an interactive talk, and there will be
time for questions and discussion as we
go along.

Andrew  Moore has an extensive
background in theosophy and other
esoteric subject matter. He's a qualified
psychologist and psychotherapist with
experience working with drug and alcohol
addiction, schizophrenia, career
counselling, psychological testing, and
general counselling. He currently uses
esoteric psychology and astrology in
conjunction with career and general
counselling, and psychotherapy. He is an
active member of the TS branch at Orewa.

Please note, this meeting starts at 7.00pm not
7.30pm, as our guest has a distance to travel.

The Cosmos:. You are here
(somewhere)

73 Anglesea Street, Hamilton

President: Sonia Veelenturf, Tel/Fax: 07 859 2602, E-mail: soleil-ts@clear.net.nz

Web: www.theosophy.org.nz



13th: The Non-Physical Worlds Around Us

The non-physical worlds around us have an impact on our daily
functioning. As humans, we also have potential access to
different levels of functioning.

We will explore these, with the aim of being able to recognise
how we are affected by the non-physical worlds, and what
levels we are operating at.

This is foundational knowledge for anyone new to theosophy,
and a great discussion topic for others. There will be plenty of
time for questions and discussion.

20th: A Soul’s Journey

For over 30 years, researchers have been exploring what
happens to us when we die. For those who understand the
concept of reincarnation, there is also much written about the
worlds that we exist in between lives.

We'll take a look at the material of some of the better known
researchers who've presented common themes coming from
over 30 years of research on the state between lives. This will
include: death and departure; the spirit world; the displaced
soul; lessons; advancement; coming back; rebirth.
Understanding this will help us to gain a perspective on the
things that happen to us during our time here.

Members’ meetings

All our meetings during February and March are open, so both
members and non-members are welcome. Generally
members’ meetings are the third Sunday of each month, and
provide an opportunity for discussion at a much deeper level.

Committee

Remember, if you have any comments, wishes, needs, let
someone know. Here's a rundown on committee members:

Sonia — President, newsletter, tel. 859-2602
Charles — Vice President, HQ mole, tel. 856-6332
Tony Kay — Treasurer, Librarian, tel. 825-8811
Fiona Craig — general, tel. 825-8811
Vicki Pennington — general, tel. 829-5665
David Wattam — general, tel. 853-8646

The Mystic
Traveller,
by Rassouli

We still need of a Secretary. It's not a huge job, you just need
to be organised - so if you're willing, let me know.

Members

Shirley Thompson who, spent her last couple of years at a rest
home in Auckland, died January last year. Shirley was a long-
standing member of our branch, and we wish her peace and
light on her forward journey.

Library

We have the following new books for the library:

Synchronicity: The Inner Path of Leadership, by Joseph
Jaworski. An easy to read guide to developing leadership
through intuition and synchronicity. Suitable for family, public
and institutional leaders alike.

The Indigo Children, by Lee Carroll, Jan Tober. Many
children born today are advanced spiritual beings, known as
“indigo” because of the colour of their aura. This book
describes the Indigo child, and the characteristics of their
development.

Archangels & Ascended Masters, Doreen Virtue. A guide to
working and healing with Divinities and Deities.

Healing with Angels, Doreen Virtue.
assist you in every area of your life.

How the angels can

If you're keen to read any of these books, give Tony our
Librarian a couple of weeks to check them into the library — he
doesn’t know we've got them yet!

Sender: 73 Anglesea Street
Hamilton
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National News ...

As you will be aware, the theme for the National Convention,
held in Hamilton during January was Ancient Wisdom in a
Modern World. During this time, branch leaders, and members
explored how we could apply theosophical principles to our
daily life. Out of this, came a recognition that we need to be
aware of where we are operating from — primarily, the head or
the heart.

This theme is penetrating our daily lives, as | quote Morpheus
from The Matrix, who reminded us that “sooner or later you're
going to realise, just as | did, there’s a difference between
knowing that Path and walking the Path.” Perhaps the time
has come to BE more active in theosophy.

Late last year there was much discussion among members of
the National Council — lodge Presidents from around New
Zealand, and branch study centres — about the future of the
Theosophical Society in New Zealand, as it exists today.

In a recent NZ Section Newsletter, John Vorstemans, National
President summarised the need for a look at ourselves, quoted
in the following paragraphs. (The full newsletter is available
and all members are encouraged to read it. Let me know if
you'd like a copy so | can either email or post it to you.)

“The last few months have seen a time of dialogue and
reflection within the National Council. There seems to be an
energy manifesting which is moving us to look, with some
seriousness, at the way the Theosophical Society is presenting
itself in the world, and more in particular, in New Zealand
today. You might ask yourself the following questions:

What is our purpose?
What are we doing:
Where are we going?
Who do we serve?

| would also like to add, How do we serve? as there is little
value in our being, lest we share our knowledge and lessons.

John goes on to say: “Today if you were to start a new
organisation, called the Theosophical Society, whose mission
was to:

Encourage open minded inquiry into world religions,
philosophy, science and the arts, in order to understand
the wisdom of the ages, respect the unity of all life and
help people explore spiritual self-transformation.

What would you create?”

The Process

“In April the National Council will go through a session to
look at our Vision, Mission and Goals.” This is with the aim
of creating some focus over the new few years.

Please think about this, and give me your thoughts and
ideas about where you think we could / should be heading.

There will be an opportunity to discuss this in line with our
first meeting for the year on the 20" of February. The
evening “I'm Here - Now what” is an orientation not only on a
personal level, but also an opportunity for you, as individuals
to determine what you need to get from our branch this yea,
as well as what you have to offer. It may be social
interaction; open-minded inquiry into religion, philosophy,
science, the arts; an understanding of the Ancient Wisdom;
an opportunity to meet like-minded people; to share
experiences; sing; learn; try new things; use the library; or
just hang out. | need to know.

Workshop

The following workshop is being sponsored by HPB lodge in
Auckland. If you're keen to go, book in with Murray, and let
me know - we may be able to get a group together for the
day.

The facilitator of this workshop presented a number of
similar workshops at branches last year, and feedback was
great.

| feel we have a lot to look forward to this year, so join us for
our first night back on the 20" of February — next weekend! —
for discussion and especially to see what's been happening
at the lodge over the break!

onia, Charles, Vicki, Tony, Fiona, David



